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Most soils are in private ownership, making it tricky to i
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Govern our soils

Luca Montanarella calls for a voluntary international agreement to protect
the ground beneath our feet from erosion and degradation.

, in 1935, soils were for

rs ag
he first time offictally recognized asa
limited national resource that should

mous Dust Bowl drought, the US govern-
ment passed the Soél Conservation Act. “The
history of every Nation is eventua:

written

ay in which it cares for its soil,’ wrote
Prestdent Franklin [ Roosevelt

Roosevelt’s act was largely successful. It
encouraged farmers to apply sustainable
management practices — such as tilling
less, Installing windbreaks, and planting
along slope contours'. Between 1982 and

17, soll erosion in US cropland declined
b (ref. 2)

I'he history now being written in the
world’s soils is not so rosy. Every year,

’5 billion tonnes of crop soll are |
y wind and w
and through agriculture; this costs about

worldwide to erosion !

US$400 billion a year'. Only a few coun
tries have natlonal legislation protecting
soil, including Germany and Switz
Attempts at binding Internation

and’.

legal

ments have so far failed

his ¢ limited
wled between
wide fertilizer
nd filter water;
little

h as
ol and hold our cul

1ot go on. Soils are a

natural resou
nations and pi

L unexqually d

5, provide resources
d g
I memory in archacologi
cal artefacts. The ground beneatl
apublic good and service.

10ur feet is

GET OFF MY LAKD
Withe
ment and equi

1 GOVEINANCE 1o

sure wise manage

5%, We 3

e heading
rty, hunger, conflict
land grabs and mass migration of displaced
popu at seen during the
Great Depression’. The world now stands
portunity. A Global Soil
exists, and could imple
ystem of global govern
the GSP needs to develop clear,
concrete proj
Funding and o
Intern:

towards increased p

tions, such as t

ata moment of o
rship (GSP
ment a voluntary
ance.

for action to secure more

ove torw

nal soll governance faces great

Take, for example, a nearly
empt by the Europes
1 governance framewo
team at the European Commission {of
T was part) dews common EU strat
s prop

Unb

sed
uld

¢ action

for soll protection”
Framework [

to prevent soil degrada as the result
af several years of consultations in special

ized work

policymakers, Industry representatives,
landowners and farmers, as well as con

cerned 1-governmental organizations

2 the ongoing, cos
diation of more than 3 million contaminated
sites in Europe, such as old
and mini
should pay
Several EU mer

ustrial arcas

sites, and the question of who

r states opposed the
ve, Thetr arguments were
e as those used in 193
the US Soll Conservation Act. They

countered that s

direct

area strictly local issue,
and should be governed locally rather than




STATUS OF SOM IN NE ITALY

In the last 50 years, SOM in
northeastern lItaly decreased
at rates 0f 0.02-0.58tCha-ty?
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SOM DYNAMICS - WHAT DO WE KNOW?

Schmidt et al . 2011 Nature
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